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1. President’s Pen 

The Region AGM was held at a new venue this year, the Enchanted Café in 

Tirau. This is quite a central site, and the meeting room is light and airy. The 

café provided the tea and coffee for the meeting as well as setting up the 

room. They were very accommodating when more of us decided to stay for 

lunch than planned. The food was delicious and the chance to socialise was 

appreciated. 

Thank you to those RSCDS NZB members who came to the meeting. If you 

did not attend, please, please consider doing so next time. We only just had 

a quorum. How frustrating it would have been if we had had to turn around 

and go home. 

The committee for 2023 stays the same as 2022, a big thank you to you all. I 
will however be stepping down later in the year when Chris and I head to the 
UK for an extended stay. 

The new dancing calendar was nutted out at the meeting and it is great to see 
that the clubs that did not have an annual dance this year are planning on 

doing so in the next year. 

The RSCDC will be 100 years old in 2023 and the New Zealand Branch has allocated some funds to 
help celebrate. At the general meeting it was decided that the Region would apply for funds to run a 
Centennial Ball with live music at the Matangi Hall, Hamilton on 13 May 2023. More details later. 

This date was free because Lochiel Club will have their annual 
dance at Kings Birthday Weekend this year. This will be held at the 
Hamilton Wintec City Campus on Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 June 
and will include a musicians’ class. More info in the New Year but 
please keep these dates in mind. Photos of the halls to be used for 
Advanced class and the one with the chairs in it at present will be used for the ball. 

Many clubs will have stopped dancing for the year now. The build up to Christmas has begun. I hope 
that you have a wonderful time catching up with friends and family over the break. 

 Merry Christmas 

Jill 
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2. Editorial  

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter. Ruary told me this would be a 
small one for the end of year, didn’t turn out that way, but that’s awesome that we have so 
much to report as the dancing year is winding down and also plenty to let you know about for 
2023.  

I hope you all have a great Christmas, however you celebrate, enjoy Summer School for 
those attending or the Hogmanay in Cambridge and we’ll see on the dance floor somewhere 
in 2023. 

Agnes 

3. Karapiro Weekend ~ October 28-30 

Approximately 21 dancers from around the Waikato-Bay of Plenty made the Rod Waddell 
Lodge at Karapiro their home for two nights and a fun time was had by all. Within an hour or 
so of arriving, the large fridge’s previously cavernous interior was filled to over-flowing with 
salad vegetables, a selection of cold meats and a variety of beverages to ensure that the 
guests were well-fed and watered for the duration of their stay. 
The small lounge was speedily converted into a welcoming dining room/make-shift café, 
complete with plenty of cakes/biscuits to accompany the numerous cups of tea and coffee. 
With the beds all made and the Friday night meals sorted, a group of guests made their way 
out to the deck, overlooking Lake Karapiro to partake of some welcome refreshments. One 
guest, who shall remain anonymous, did show up to the bedroom of two other guests, 
carrying a bottle of water and looked disbelievingly at the bottles of wine on the floor to 
exclaim “were we allowed to bring alcohol?”. Thank goodness, another guest was still to 
leave Cambridge, so the potential crisis was averted. 
The sounds of conversation and laughter were interrupted several times from the sounds of 
a jet-boat trying out its various manoeuvres on what had been a mirror-finish lake. If one’s 
ears had been judging the size of the jet-boat by the roar of its engine, one would have 
expected to look up to see a rather large and impressive twin-engine beast capable of 
holding at least 30 passengers on board. Instead, it was a rather small fizz-boat with a V8- 
sounding engine. 
During the preparation of the evening meal on Friday night, another crisis was averted when 
Mary Gray came to the rescue with a very welcome container of salt. Somewhere along the 
line, the “organisers of the food” remembered the all-important tomato sauce but forgot 
about the salt and pepper. 
One of our very special in-house residents just happened to have clocked up 89 times 

around the sun, so there was a special cake (or should 
that be cakes arranged in the number “89”) and 
everyone gathered around to sing happy birthday to 
Christina Miller. Well done and we all hope to celebrate 
her 90 times 
around the sun in October 2023. 
Saturday morning greeted the waking guests with 
dappled rays of sunshine, which had 
managed to penetrate the cloudy grey skies. After 
breakfast, a few energetic people tried out some of the 
walkways bordering the lake and some went to the local 
Farmer’s Market in Cambridge to see what tasty treats 
they could find and thankfully, someone returned with 
pepper. 
The Saturday lunch saw the diners “wrapping up”, not 
because of the pending change in the 



weather, though. Many of the wraps I saw were filled with salads, ham, chicken and corned 
silverside. Once the tasty wraps had been devoured and given sufficient digesting time, the 
main hall was cleared of tables and chairs and transformed into an area ready for a very 
enjoyable afternoon of dancing. The “residents” had been joined by a group of dancers from 
the Hamilton/Cambridge area and a spontaneous, energetic programme meant that Tutor 
Helen had to do quite a bit of thinking on her feet, for the briefing and walk-throughs. Given 
Helen’s feet were not in a fit enough state for dancing, they did serve her well for the 
purposes of “thinking on them”. 
The afternoon of dancing concluded with another round or three of much-deserved 
refreshments and then it was time to fire up the BBQs where master chefs Ruary and Brian 
did a splendid job of cooking the burger patties for the home-made hamburgers. Ruary was 
even introduced to wonders of cooking and tasting Haloumi cheese. 
Saturday evening was another relaxing, fun time with a group of enthusiasts watching the 
Black Ferns and whilst, what was shown of the game was excellent, the comments about 
Spark Sports ability to show enlarged titles of the score that happened to take up the whole 
screen, were not so complimentary. Some of the watchers were even seen to prop 
themselves up in their seats to see if they could see the players (heads) at the bottom of the 
screen. Nonetheless, the final score made up for the action that wasn’t shown on the TV 
screen. In the main hall area, tables and chairs were arranged for the card sharks to test 
their skills against each other. 
And then ….. along came Sunday. It was sadly time to pack up, clean up and return to our 
homes until the next weekend at Karapiro tentatively booked for a similar time of the year in 
2023. It was a very enjoyable weekend and if you were unable to attend in 2022, then make 
sure that you are able to join us in 2023. 
Lesley Gousmet 
 
A very big thank-you to Jill Littlewood and her team, for organising a 
very successful, enjoyable social weekend at Lake Karapiro. Everything 
went like clockwork, with the exception of the rain 
that chased us away on Sunday morning, rather than spending the rest 
of the day observing the vintage car rally. 
It was a real added pleasure to be able to celebrate Christine Miller’s 
birthday with her. 
What a wonderful selection of birthday cakes. Congratulations Christine. 
The venue was ideal, the kitchen was well setup, and the bedrooms 
were quiet and comfortable. 
The weekend just seemed to flow with time for walking, watching the 
rowing on the lake, socialising over a wonderful selection of nibbles on 
the deck. The dancing Saturday afternoon, briefed by Helen Smythe, 

was very enjoyable, thanks to a 
very well selected programme. 
Great to see so many non-dancers taking part in a social 
weekend such as this. Meals were very enjoyable, well 
selected, and plentiful. No one went away hungry. 
Saturday evening was rounded off by a selection of 
Rummikub, 500, and the Women’s 
World Cup Rugby Quarter Final, Black Ferns v Wales on the 
TV in the lounge. 
Many thanks for a great weekend. 
Linda Carter 
 

 



4. Year End Celebrations 

 

 



HOGMANAY 2022 - There will be a Hogmanay dance and New Year celebrations at the 
Cambridge Senior Citizens’ Hall, Millicich Rd, Cambridge, on December 31 this year. The 
evening will begin at 8pm until 1am or so January 1. 
Cost of $15, plus a plate for supper. 
I am hoping to use the same programme that will be danced in Auckland at the Summer 
School. I have requested permission to do this but as yet there has been no reply. It would 
be with acknowledgement to the programme devisor – and mean that we could dance with 
them, to CDs, not a real band. 
Further information will be forthcoming when I hear back from Summer School. 
Cheers, Jane 

HOGMANAY 2022 
        AT:   Senior Citizen’s Hall, Milicich Place, CAMBRIDGE 

        ON:   31st December 

        FROM:  8pm – 1am (ish) 1st January 2023 

        COST: $15 plus a small plate for supper.  $2 for JAMs         

and spectators 

 
New Years Jig   Book 51   
Catch the Wind  Book 45   
Miss Eleanor   Book 49   
A Capital Jig   5 dances for 2009   
Trip to Bavaria   Collins  
Midsummer Common  Book 49    

Short Break 

Pelorus Jack   Book 41   
Maxwells Rant  Book 18   
Sandy’s Scotch Broth  Katunna   
Farewell to Balfour Road Book 52   
The Water of Leith  Edinburgh   
Scott Meikle   Book 46   

Supper 

The Aviator   Book 52   
The Montgomeries Rant Book 10   
Bon Viveur**   Book 52    
Best Set in the Hall  Book 46   
Trip to Timber Ridge  Book 52   
City of Belfast   Book 48   
Kamo Karousal  Eddy West 2004   
Triple Happiness  Book 52   

Hogmanay Celebrations 

The Eightsome Reel  Book 2 
Broadway   Sunday Class 
Beach Dancer   Eddy West 2003 
Reel of the Royal Scots RSCDS Leaflet 27 

** denotes a harder dance – just for those who know it. 



Vintage Christmas Dance 
 

Hosted by our own Bourach Mor Scottish Country dance band, 
 in collaboration with Fiona Murdoch of Dance Folkus 

Saturday 10 December 2022 ~ 7pm-10pm ~ Matangi Hall 

Retro and vintage Ingleside Dancing fun 

Come and join for a Retro evening of social dance with a (mainly Scottish flavour to celebrate 
forthcoming Christmas holidays) 
  

For the SCDrs there are some specific scottishy and familiar dances: 
• Dashing White Sargent 

• The Tempest 

• Grass Market Reel 
• Virginia Reel 
• Gay Gordons 

• St Bernard’s Waltz 

• Canadian Barn Dance 

• Oslo Waltz 

• Kingston Flyer 

• Dunedin Festival Dance (Borrowdale exchange) 

• Circassian Circle 

• Military two step 

  

 
  

$20 adults - School Age free 

Christmas themed attire optional (there will be prizes)  

Bring a plate of Christmas inspired nibbles to share 

For further details please contact Bourach Mor members ~  Lynne Hudson, Virginia Mathieson, 
Ruth Budden or Wayne and Shelley McConnel. 
 or dancefolkus@slingshot.co.nz 

5. Twilight Dancing 

Lochiel's Twilight Dancing will be held in the Hamilton Gardens in January 2023. 
This is an event open to all dancers, family and friends, and an opportunity for people to see 
what dancing is like too. We meet and chat and then dance for about an hour, eat and then 
continue dancing. 
The Hamilton Gardens are well worth a visit in themselves, and you may like to arrive earlier 
and have a wander around. 



If it's wet, we cancel the event. 
Dates: 15th and 22nd January [or 5th February if one of the former dates is rained off] 
Place : The round lawn in front of the Pavilion at the Hamilton Gardens 
Time:   5pm till about dusk 
Cost:   Koha of a gold coin 
Bring:  A chair or blanket to sit on, Picnic for yourselves or buy a meal from Gourmet in the       
           Gardens [available on site]. Dancing shoes optional 
We are looking forward to seeing you there, 
Kate Corfield 
 

6. Letters to the Editor 

Having read Grietje Badham's letter in September's newsletter, I felt prompted to share my 
experience. I have included a couple of photos in case they are useful to include in the 
newsletter. 

I first started dancing in Mary Thomas's (and John Webb's) class at Awakeri. The class then 
moved to Edgecumbe and finally to Kawerau, where we changed our class time to late 
afternoon so that my three grandchildren could attend. This was a few years ago so the 
children, Roslyn, Charlie and Tommy, who are now 12, eight & seven years old respectively, 
were young, especially the boys. This meant that their attention span was relatively short and 
sometimes they wanted to 'sit out' and do their own thing in another part of the hall. But Mary 
and the other ladies were so good and patient with them that they came back week after 
week and it did the heart good to hear them giggling and laughing out loud as they danced 
around with us. 
Then Mary went back to the UK and Covid came so, eventually, the club had to close. I joined 
the Whakatane and Opotiki clubs but, sadly, the children had to miss out - until Roslyn said 
"Nana, I could come in the school holidays". So, she did, and the boys came too. Once again 
we experienced such patience from the other dancers and children's giggling and laughing 
could be heard. The children have been enjoying themselves so much that they even 
persuaded their mum (my daughter) to join us on occasion and she's had a great time too. 
When I think back to what Roslyn said to me after her very first session, it sounds an unlikely 
comment to come from an eight year old, so maybe that's why I still remember her saying “It 
was lovely, Nana - nobody moaned at me when I made a mistake, they just accepted me for 
who I am."  Out of the mouths of babes . . . 

So, to all dancers past and present, who have had contact 
with my grandchildren, I say "Thank you all so very much 
for your patience and kindness and for giving them such 
positive experiences; I am very grateful". A special 'thank 
you' to class leaders who have been able to adjust their 
programmes 
at the last 
minute to 

accommodate the youngsters - no easy task. And 
to all who have yet to dance with them, please be 
patient and you will be in for a real treat because 
they are delightful - but then I am biased! 
Kim Hammond 
ps I was in the UK earlier this year and spent a 
lovely few days with Mary Thomas in her new 
home. We couldn't dance because it was the 
summer break but we had a great catch-up and 
she sends her best wishes to everyone here in 
Aotearoa 



I am writing this letter to ask all dancers to be aware of how their actions impact on others. 
We all have choices to make in how we act and live. 
This has become more evident as a result of Covid-19. None of us knows why others make 
the choices they do relating to the pandemic. Some dancers are trying to protect others they 
care for; some are being ultra-careful before a trip away; some are just helping to keep 
everyone safe. 
Please be careful in the comments you make about the choices others make. I know of 
dancers who will not attend dance events outside their own club as they have felt 
uncomfortable after comments made when they chose to wear a mask at a dance event. 
While I know these comments were made in jest, they were not taken in this vein. 
Attendance at Annual Dances is taking a while to recover and, perhaps, these throw away 
comments are not helping. 
Kind regards, 
Jeanette Lauder 
 

7. Club Reports 

Tokoroa Club activities 
As with many SCD clubs, the impact of Covid has been sorely felt this year, particularly 
so with our JAMs. Our one remaining JAM is off to university in Tauranga next year. Our 
loss – their gain. 
Not to be deterred, the club is working hard to maintain its current members and attract 
more. One dancer, who began dancing with us early in the year, has recently returned 
from overseas travel. Another woman has recently joined us and is making quick progress. 
A recent invitation for us to take part in the local theatre’s 
Christmas show in Putaruru seemed like a great opportunity to 
be seen in the community. With our limited numbers, 
we managed a 3-couple set for four performances, keeping 
things simple with dances that showed reasonably clear 
patterns – finishing with Domino Five danced to the Christmas 
Reel music of Jim Lindsay. 

In the same week we had a display stall at the Putaruru 
Christmas Market, repeating this a week later at the Tokoroa 
Christmas Market. A challenge set for children actually drew 
more attention from adults, giving us an opportunity to talk with 
them. Several leaflets and cards were given out and maybe we 
will see results from these initiatives in the new year. With 
intended Scottish Country/Ceilidh dancing events in Putaruru 

and Arapuni early in the year we hope to build on this momentum with more regular dancing 
in these areas. Fingers crossed! 
 
Te Awamutu  
Great to have an almost full year of dancing in 2022, like Tokoroa we also struggle for 
numbers. Fortunately, we have a small band of loyal dancers who keep the club ticking over 

though occasionally there are too many away on the same night and 
we have had to cancel a few nights. 

We are very grateful for two members 
join us from Cambridge Thursdays 
and also for dancers from Lochiel, 

Hamilton Scottish and Cambridge who travel to Te Awamutu 
on the first Thursday of every month when we meet there. 
Photo on the right taken on December 1 in Te Awamutu 
dancing St Andrew’s Flag, making the Saltire while dancing 
double triangles.  



8. Core Dance Day 

Held at the Hinuera Hall (which is undergoing a major spruce-up at the moment), Saturday 19 
November 2022 – 9.30 am until 2.00 pm. Apologies had been received from Helen Smythe 
(Cambridge), Jean Smithson (Opotiki) and Agnes Algra (Te Awamutu). 

Attendees were Region President Jill Littlewood (Lochiel), Lesley Gousmett (Cambridge), 
Glenda Hammond (Hauraki-Thames), Lynne Hudson (Mt Maunganui), Andy Patterson 
(Rotorua), Margaret Green (Taupo), Jane McIlroy and Glenna James, (Te Awamutu), 
Jeanette Lauder and Genny Hall (Tokoroa), Jan Pyke (Whakatane), and Coordinator, Heather 
Johnston (Tauranga). 

At the Teachers’ Workshop held in March 2022 it was decided that we should start afresh with 
Core Dances given that the existing ones had seen us through the two years of stop/start 
dancing due to COVID-19, so that workshop was more of a Core Dance Day. Normally we 
would have “disposed” of two dances from each genre and carried over one but as these 
2022 Cores had only had one year of airing, we held over two and disposed of one from each 
genre. 

The day started with a sit-down chat going through the dances that had been put forward and 
eliminating those that didn’t quite fit the criteria of a Core Dance. This left us with six or seven 
in each category to dance and comment on. The decisions were mostly cut and dried, but we 
did have to have a show of hands for the one strathspey that we needed. Some of those that 
missed the cut were in the main lovely dances, and gave us food for thought for annual dance 
programmes. 

As some of the attendees had travelled quite a distance, and given the fact that we only had 
to choose 3 dances, I decided to extend the day for those who didn’t have to gallop off to 
other commitments/functions, by dancing the three dances that got the nod from New 
Zealand Clubs to go through as their picks for Book 53 – not to be confused with the three 
entries from NZ being Seton’s Ceilidh Band, The Meeting of the Waters and Love to Lois, the 
latter having been devised by our own Genny Hall. We still have our fingers crossed for you 
Genny! 

Jeanette taught the Strathspey (S-51-20220222-1), Jane taught the Jig (J-22-20220209-1) 
and I taught the Reel (R-65-20220224-1). If you are wondering about the “racy” dance names, 
all dances being trialled around the world had only the code name – devisers and real names 
for the dances were not revealed. 

We hope that Clubs will continue to learn/revise the core dances and intersperse their annual 
dance programmes with a good number of these. The Hamilton Scottish programme had six 
cores this year and this did not detract from the enjoyment of their whole programme in any 
way, but it did enable those who are a little less experienced to dance confidently those six 
dances at least. The Tokoroa JAM’s Tea Dance programme also had six cores. Well done 
both Clubs! 

Heather Johnston (Core Dance Day Coordinator) 

Waikato/BOP Region Core Dances for 2023 
Reels                                                                                                           Year 
The Old Man of Storr             8 x 32 3c in 4c        SCD’s for Children            1 
The Summer Assembly         88 bars ◻ set         Book 35                             2 
Andrew’s Dance                    8 x 32 3c in 4c        Harbour City                      2 
Jigs 
The Lady Wynd                     8 x 32 3c in 4c        Graded & Social 2             1 
Light and Airy                        8 x 32 3c in 4c        Book 4                               2 
Andrew and Gordon’s Jig      4 x 32 4c set          Graded & Social 2              2 
Strathspeys 
The Walled Garden               8 x 32 2c in 4c       Graded & Social 1              1 
Fair Donald                           8 x 32 3c in 4c        Book 29                              2 
Furth O’ Clyde                      3 x 32 3c set           Birmingham Diamond Jub  2 



9. I’m Not Nobody  

A Collection of Poems and Short Stories by Anna Verhaegh 

Having recently finished my studies, and graduated from the University of Waikato, I have 
found myself with more spare time to devote to my writing. As of November 2022, I have 
received word from my publishers that they have completed their process and that my book is 
finally live! In other words, I have just published my first book. 

There is one particular part of the book which I think is quite a thriller. It’s actually scary and 
horrifying when you think about it. People will read it and they will be triggered by it. That’s a 
good thing, that’s why I wrote it. 

The poem, I’m not Nobody, (the namesake of the book), is a 
reflection of my brother’s life. Having spent some time working in 
Early Childhood and secondary education with a psychology major, 
at places such as the MacKenzie Centre in Hamilton and at Best 
Start and Kinder Care as a reliever in the Wellington region, I have 
come to learn that anyone who is deemed unproductive in society for 
whatever reason is ostracised, neglected, and left out. 

It is a two-sided story really, about how he would view himself and 
how others see him. It’s not only about him, but also about anyone 
who’s in the middle of something, whether they’re suffering or not. 

Books are available for purchase from Amazon, Barnes & Noble or 
straight from Xlibris NZ, prices in New Zealand dollars are $16.99 for 
the soft cover and $7.99 for the ebook. 

10. Do You Remember Bottle Drives 

The “Bottle Drive” was an annual event when the Dad’s would appear. Mums would organise 
and run cake stalls and birthday parties. But bring on Guy Fawkes night, the Working Bee and 
the Bottle/Paper Drives and the men would turn out in “droves.” 

The word “Drive” has many connotations. Like many clubs, Scottish Country Dancing 
struggles to attract new members. Beginner Classes are either cancelled recently, or largely 
supported by existing members. 

Maybe, the first club night of the year could be likened to “Opening Day/Night” where new and 
old are welcomed together. A “Drive” for new members could be sought in new ways leading 
up to the “Grand Annual Opening”. Some of you might remember what it was like to start 
something new on your own eg a new school. If you begin on the same footing (excuse the 
pun) as everybody else. The discomfort is somewhat lessened. 

Club Opening Day could include:- 

1. Enrolment time - discount for short term and long term joining. 

2. Demo dance by the experienced members. 

3. Introduction speech by the President who could introduce the committee. 

4. Spot prizes. 

5. Easy dances 

6. Club’s pamphlet outline its history etiquette and programme of events. 

7. Supper - a chance to befriend new people. 

Any, or all of the above so that people will wish to return rather than feel “driven” away! 

A Local Dancer 



11. Hogmanay Quiz 2022 

1. What date does Hogmanay occur? 
2. What is the Reaper's job? 
3. \What tool does he use? 
4. What is the Sweepers job? 
5. Why do people in Scotland welcome the First Foot? 
6. What does the main characteristic of the First Foot have to be? 
7. Why do you think this is? 
8. What three gifts does the First foot bring? 
9. What does each gift represent? 
10. What song is sung to farewell the Old Year 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AULD LANG SYNE 

An’ there’s a han’, my trusty fiere! And gie’s a han’ o’ thine! 

And we’ll tak’ a richt guid willy waught, for auld lang syne! 

12. Tutor or Teacher 

As you know, I spend much of my time keeping the Branch and Region websites up to date 
and, for this reason, I see a lot of documents related to club activities, day schools and so on. 
I have been struck by the frequent use of the word ‘tutor’. 

The RSCDS influences the practice of SCD throughout the world in many ways such as the 
introduction of standard terminology. We all know the difference between ‘leading down the 
middle’ and ‘dancing down the middle’, but do we all know how RSCDS terminology 
distinguishes between ‘tutors’ and ‘teachers’? 

Tutors teach teachers 
Teachers teach dancers 



If you attend a certificate class or other form of teacher training, then you will be under the 
watchful eye of a tutor. Otherwise, instruction is provided by a teacher (qualified or not). 

Perhaps the term ‘tutor’ has gained in popularity because it sounds a bit more prestigious. 
Does it matter? No, not really as the meaning of either term should be clear from the context, 
but you might like to think about this the next time you advertise a class or day-school. 

Andy Patterson 

13. Special Birthday 

John Rowlandson, a member of the Tauranga SCD Club, is no 
stranger to those of you who regularly attend annual Club 
dances, but what most of you won’t know, is that John is on the 
“eve” of his 96th birthday. He will achieve this wonderful 
milestone on Saturday 3 December. 

On Monday 28 November the Tauranga Club celebrated this 
occasion with him. Secretary, Heather Johnston, had secretly 
arranged for a reporter from the BOP Times to come and 
interview John and to take photos. Heather had told Club 
members that a VIP would be with them on that night and there 
was great speculation as to who this VIP might be. It was of 
course the Birthday Boy John Rowlandson. 

Emma, the lovely young journalist, sat with John for a good half 
hour while he recounted his SCD journey from when he and Janet (his late beloved wife) 
arrived in New Zealand in 1970 from the UK, how he joined the Forest and Bird Society to get 
to know people, and went on an overnight trip with that group to Kaikoura. Someone brought 
out a SCD tape after dinner, got everyone up to dance and the rest as they say, is history. 

Up until that time John had never heard of SCD in his life, but he and Janet went on to dance 
at Summer School in St Andrew’s, and also to dance in many other places around the world 
as they were great travellers. Shoes were always in their bags! John also told Emma that 
SCD is a great pastime socially, physically and emotionally. 

Emma then videoed John dancing as first couple in The De’il Amang the Tailors, after which 
she took several stills. The interview is to appear in the Times sometime soon which we are 
all very excited about, and we hope that this wonderful man, this true gentleman, will inspire 
others to take up SC dancing. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY John Rowlandson! May there be many more happy birthdays. The 
Tauranga Club is blessed to have you as a regular, vital and popular Club member! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tauranga Club members celebrate with John. 
 

Have you heard the rumour that the Grand Canyon was started by a 

Scotsman who lost a coin in a ditch! 

The Scots have an infallible cure for seasickness. They lean over the side of 

the ship with a ten-pence coin in their teeth! 

John and Colleen – Colleen drives 
John so that he may continue to 
enjoy Scottish Country Dancing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Puzzle   Answers 
Queen Elizabeth - Across: 
2. The Queen II’s Scottish estate: Balmoral 
3. The capital of Scotland: Edinburgh 
6. The official residence of the Monarch in Scotland: Holyrood 
7. The first name of Charles III’s wife: Camilla 
8. The last name of the First Minister of Scotland: Sturgeon 
9. The name of the stone under the throne: Scone 
10. First name of Queen Elizabeth II’s sister: Margaret 
13. First name of Charles III’s sister: Anne 
15. The new king’s title: Charles III 

Down: 
1. The Queen’s husband: Phillip 
4. The Queen’s residence in London: Buckingham 
5. The name of the Guard’s Regiment: Coldstream 
6. The origin of the Royal family in Germany: Hanover 
11. The Queen’s first name: Elizabeth 
12. William has taken over this title from King Charles III: Wales 
14. The family name of the Royal Family: Windsor 
 
Hogmanay 
1. What date does Hogmanay occur? December 31st to January 1st 
2. What is the Reaper’s job? To “harvest” all the events of the old year 
     – the good and the bad 
3. What tool does he use? A scythe 
4. What is the Sweepers job? The sweepers job is to sweep them all up   
    and dispose of them so that New Year can be a fresh start 
5. Why do people in Scotland welcome the First Foot? 
    He brings good luck for the year 
6. What does the main characteristic of the First Foot have to be? 
    He has to be dark 
7. Why do you think this is? In previous times fair haired men were   
    usually Viking raiders 



8. What three gifts does the First Foot bring? Coal, salt and whisky 
9. What does each gift represent? Coal is for warmth, Salt is for 
    prosperity - it used to be only possessed by wealthy people and Whisky is for hospitality 
10. What song is sung to farewell the Old Year? Auld Lang Syne = For old time’s sake 

15. What’s on 

Event Date Details 

Cambridge End of Year Wednesday, December 7 at 

7.30pm – note time change 

Bourach Mor providing the 

music. See article 4 for full 

details 

Vintage Christmas  Saturday, December 10 7pm-10pm – Hosted by  

Bourach Mor and Dance Folkus. 

See article 4 for full details 

Hogmanay Saturday, December 31 -

January 1 

8pm-1am (ish) See article 4 

for full details 

Twilight Dancing January 15 and 22 with 

February 5 as a reserve if 

either date is rained off 

Hamilton Gardens. See article 

5 for full details 

Te Awamutu Afternoon Tea 

Dance 

Saturday, April 29, 2023 Kio Kio Hall, time and further 

details will follow 

Region Dance Saturday, May 13, 2023 Celebrate Centenary of the 

RSCDS at Matangi Hall 

King’s Birthday Weekend 

School 

Saturday 3 – Sunday 4, 2023 Wintec, Hamilton. Full details 

to follow next year 

 

 

Any articles or letters for future publication should be sent to the editor: 
Agnes Algra - labradorlane3@gmail.com 

 
Region Officers: 
  
President:  Jill Littlewood – 07 853 9553.  president@waibopscd.org.nz 
Secretary:  Colleen Gunn - 027 204 5536.  secretary@waibopscd.org.nz 
Treasurer:  Robyn Howes – 022 640 6581.   treasurer@waibopscd.org.nz  
Education/Training Coordinator:  Heather Johnston – 07 579 1556.  education@waibopscd.org.nz                                                                      

Membership Coordinator:  Robyn Howes – 022 640 6581.  membership@waibopscd.org.nz 
Communication & Publicity Coordinator:  Agnes Algra – 021 721 222.  communication@waibopscd.org.nz 
Youth Coordinator:  Jeanette Lauder – 07 886 4602.   youth@waibopscd.org.nz 

 

http://waibopscd.org.nz http://www.facebook.com/Danc
e Scottish Waibop  
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