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1. President’'s Pen

Jean Smithson

| have just spent the morning

in the garden wondering
what | might write about this
time. | looked about and
decided | have lots of plants
with grey hues - a bit similar
to looking about at a Dance
these days! Because of our
grey hues and all that goes
with that,

we possibly become less able
to dance as well as we used
to.

But we still love dancing and
love the friendship of the
people, the fun, the
contribution to our overall
fitness.

Then we have our newer and
often younger dancers. They
mostly have less "grey hues",
and are fit and ready for fun.
We need to befriend these
dancers and challenge them
both physically and mentally.

My point is that any weekly
class in the Waikato/Bay of
Plenty has a wide variety of
people and abilities, likes and
dislikes, grey hues and
otherwise, and teachers have

a challenge to keep every
class relevant, interesting and
fun.

Even our very best teachers
are never going to "Please all
of the people all of the time."
| am always impressed with
the tolerance, patience and
help given to our newer and
older dancers at our classes
and Dances. This is a great
family of passionate people
to be part of. | am looking
forward to being part of the
SCD family at Katikati soon.

| have just heard of John
Webb's death. Our love and
sympathy to Mary. John and
his stories and knowledge
will be missed.

Jean Smithson



2. Queen's Birthday Weekend School - Katikati

' | R
Waikato-Bay of Plenty Region
Queen'’s Birthday Weekend School
15 - 3 June 2019

To be hosted by

Katikati Scottish Country Dance Club
at Katikati, Bay of Plenty

Music by Bourach Mor and others

Ceilidh Theme: Nibble Nibble

(the meaning of Katikati)

Contact for more details:

Linda Carter - Ph: +64 21 259 8770
gbwe@waibopscd.org.nz

Register online or download form at:

http://qbwe.waibopscd.org.nz/

Waikato Bay of Plenty Region

Queen'’s Birthday Weekend School,
2019, Katikati

Come and join us in Katikati, the Mural
Capital of New Zealand, situated in the
Bay of Plenty, on SH 2 between
Tauranga and Waihi. Katikati enjoys an
agreeable climate and is a major
Kiwifruit and Avocado growing area.
Classes will include; Elementary,
Intermediate/Mainstream, Advanced Low
Impact, Advanced Technique, as well as
Musicians. The theme for the Ceilidh
is nibble nibble, the meaning of Katikati,
so dress representing food would be
appropriate.

Register online or download a printable form at:
http://qbwe.waibopscd.org.nz/

KatiKati Club QBWE fundraising raffle :
Many thanks to those who supported us by buying a ticket/tickets.
The raffle was drawn as planned at the local police station on 20th May.

1st prize : Lynne Hudson
2nd prize : Marnie Bain
3rd prize : Joy Sisley

Photo: KatiKati Club President Douglas McCartney with Officer Reece Hood.
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3. Cambridge
Summer School

Antanas - Summer
School Progress

The organising for
Summer School is coming
on extremely well, with
the classes, teachers and
musicians all confirmed,
and with the additional
possibility of a Junior
JAMs course should
there be sufficient
interest indicated
beforehand. We've great
people to MC the evening
dance socials and balls
over the seven evenings.

Fiona Murdoch, Alec
Calderwood and Dianne
Murdoch have been
brought on board to
choreograph Hogmanay,
which I view will have a
particularly authentic and
rich flavour, and Helen
Smythe is to MC the
evening.

The afternoon social
excursions are
showcasing some of the
Waikato's best tourist
offerings (naturally
including the Hamilton
Gardens), and we're
looking o make the most
of the Avantidrome next
to St Peters School, with
a spin on fwo wheels a
genuine activity.
Marketing of the Summer
School event is reaching
internationally, but we
want to have as many
local dancers attend the
school as possible also, as
the St Peters Summer

School is the most
affordable opportunity
for dancers to have
international teachers
and musicians in a
concerted ensemble.

The core organising
committee (of Glenna
James, Caron Rogan,
Andy Patterson and
Shelley and Wayne
McConnel) is now
beginning to engage with
the local clubs and
dancers for their
assistance with the
multiplicity of tasks that
need to come together to
make an exciting and
successful Summer
School, and we look
forward to those timely
contributions. T've been
very appreciative of the
gracious generosity and
enthusiasm shown by so
many to the school
organisation so far.
Antanas

Volunteers

Volunteers are needed for all aspects of the school. Such things as: helping with evening
suppers, morning and afternoon teas, teachers’ gofors, class top-ups, transport to and
from the bus station and airport, driving people around the campus etc

Please contact Glenna gdansa@xtra.co.nz if you would like to help
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4. Events

DAY SCHoolL

hosted by
Hauraki-Thames S.C.D Club
Saturday 3™ August 2019

Registration 9.30 am
Sessions 10.00am - 12.30 and 1.30 - 3.30pm
$25 per adult JAMS $10

at St James Church Hall,
202-204 Pahau St, Thames
Intermediate Class
TUToR - KATHRYN DE RoLES

Tea - Coffee -Cordial - all available
Bring your own Lunch - (cafes close by)

Contact - W.Sheehan itz4win@slingshot.conz 07 868 9526
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5. Senior Moments

Graeme & Genny Hall

We began dancing in 1955
(Genny), 1956 (Graeme),

when the Tokoroa
Scottish Dance Club was
started by recent
Scottish and  English
arrivals who had come out
to work at the newly
opened Kinleith Pulp and
Paper Mills. The Tutor
was the local Plunket
nurse, a Kiwi by the name
of Joy. Sorry can't recall
her last name. Once a
month Mrs Flora
Thompson  would  be
driven  through  from
Cambridge by Peter Paton
to whip us info shape.
These visits were always
viewed with a mixture of
respect and dread. We
are extremely lucky to
have learnt fo dance to
live music which was
provided by ex Dundee

brothers Bob and Charlie
Stewart, two very
professional
accordionists. In 1957/58
we attended our 1st
Summer school in
Whanganui and were in a
Teachers Class taught by
Mrs  Cunningham. In
1959, due to the majority
of  members  having
served out their 5 year
contracts with
N.Z.Forest Products and
leaving town, and also Joy
moving on, the club
membership dwindled and
the club folded.

In 1977 we were
approached by several
inferested members of
the local pipe band and
under that umbrella the
club reformed. We began
dancing again in July 1977
with Glenys Clark (nee
Sands) as Tutor. Graeme
was elected President, a
position he held for the
next 40 years, and I took
over as Tutor when
Glenys left a short time
later. I continued to
teach for the next 20
years when I handed over
to Jeanette Lauder. Over
this time we have
attended nearly every
Summer school, Queen's
Birthday and  Labour
Weekend schools in New
Zealand and have also

danced in  Australia,
England and Japan.

Over the years we have
been involved in
organising weekend
schools, run ceilidhs at
weekend and summer
schools and have become
friends with so many
amazing people. Not only
dancers, but talented
musicians and devisors.
one of the highlights I
think was as Regional
President and Secretary,
hosting the likes of John
Drewry and Alasdair
MacFadyen on their visits
to this country.

With so many new dances
being devised and being
embraced by the newer
dancers, I think some of
the fundamental skills
are being sacrificed. We
all love the flight and
pace of these newer
dances, but they always
look better and are more
enjoyable to dance if the
formations, phrasing and
footwork  are nicely
executed. I think some
of the newer dancers are
not spending enough time
becoming familiar with
these basic techniques.

Genny & Graeme Hall



5. Senior Moments

Frances Stout

Andrea, Dave & Frances

I started dancing as a
thirteen-year-old when
my mother, May
Johnston, late life
member of the Lochiel
Club, took me to the then
Hamilton Caledonian
Scottish country Dance
Club. The tutors were
Christine Miller and
Betty Aitchison. I
danced for two years
then dropped out as
there wasa TV
programme on a Tuesday
night that I wanted to
see. I got back into
dancing in my last year at
school as there was a club
at lunchtime at the

school. I have danced
off and on since then at
various clubs in the
North Island, including
serving on committees, as
President at Wainuiomata
Club for a short time and
Tutor at Balmoral club in
Kawerau for seven years.
My daughter, Andreaq, is a
dancer making her the
third generation of my
family to have a dancer.

I have also been involved
in Devisor's Days since
moving to Tokoroa and
have had some of my
dances published in a
Land of Milk and Plenty
book.

Since I started dancing,
there have been many
dances published which
makes it hard to be
familiar with dances on
ball programmes - fwenty
to thirty years ago all the
dances on programmes
were known and only had
o be briefed and then
danced. Today we find

ourselves walking through
some of the unfamiliar
dances. Another thing
that has changed is that
new dancers were
recommended to have
been dancing for one to
two years before going to
a ball, which does not
happen today, hence the
need to walk dances at
balls.

Memorable moments for
me include doing Scottish
country Dances at my
twenty-first; dancing in
demonstrations; arriving
at a club night to find
that a burglar alarm
system had been installed
in the hall and setting it
off because we had hot
been told about it; and
getting dressed up as a
calf club attendee with
my daughter dressed as a
lamb for a final night at
Balmoral Club.

Frances Stout
Tokoroa Club

In the middle of foggy night in the North-west Atlantic.....two lights
are heading directly for one another... and on the radio an American
voice is heard saying "We suggest you alter course by 10 degrees to
| port"”. Back comes the reply “We suggest YOU alter course by 10
degrees to port!" Then the American voice says “This is the
battleship USS Missouri leading the American Atlantic battle fleet.

You had better alter course by 10 degrees to port." Back comes the
reply “This is the Outer Hebrides lighthouse, but it's your call, Jimmy".



5. Senior Moment

Dianne Murdoch

I began dancing roughly
in 1963 at the Cambridge
SCD club. The tutor of
the club at that time was
Mrs Flora Thomson who
had a great influence in
the Waikato Bay of
Plenty. I have noticed
that the number of
Formations have
increased dramatically,

there are more
challenging patterns,
attire has changed - less
formal - and the music,
timing and length of
dance have all changed.
Over time I have
enjoyed meeting with well
known SCD teachers,
kindling friendships with
other dancers, gaining

my preliminary and full
certificates,
taking/teaching classes
at weekend and summer
schools throughout NZ.
Overall, I have I enjoyed
the Social aspect,
meeting with friends,
keeping fit and excellent
exercise for the brain.

Back Row: Unknown, Alan Mathieson, Hugh Thomson, Doctor Jack Thomson

Front Row: Kirsty Lyburn, Beryl Lee, Flora Thomson, Jean Art, Paddy Lyburn, Dianne

Murdoch, Bev Boulton,




6. New Dancers -

Ann Owl
(no pun intended)

I moved to Thames and
wanted to meet people
and get more exercise.
Over 15 years ago I
briefly did Scottish
Country dancing. When I
saw it advertised in the

Hauraki Herald T decided
to join the club. I
received a fantastic
welcome by wonderful
people. My first time was
so enjoyable, everyone
was so friendly, helpful
and extremely patient. It
was such fun. T have
continued coming along
and have already
recommended SCD to
people.

A group of us from our
club went to the
Beginners Dance in
Hamilton earlier this year
and I will definitely

continue SCD and now fry
to go twice a week.

My Dad is Scottish and
his Mum was an excellent
Scottish Country dancer,
so maybe something has
been passed down
through the genes. It is
wonderful to hear the
Scottish music and know
you are also using your
brain, getting exercise
and mingling with
fabulous people. I love it.

Anne Le Cornec
Hauraki (Thames) SCD
Club.

6. New Dancers

Carol - Lochiel

The club we chose was on a

google search which lead me to
the Lochiel club. Also Tuesday
night was suitable for both of

us.

We received a warm
welcome our first night of
the introductory lessons
and this has continued
throughout our time and
this is one reason we are
happy to come on the club
nights. Everyone makes an
effort to include the
newbies. We were quite
apprehensive with the first
ever dance but the senior

members were excellent in
their willingness to partner
us and subtly guide us
through the dances.

We would definitely
recommend SCD to others
but as we are new arrivals in
Hamilton our close friends
all live in Auckland or
further afield.

We would like to know how

many core dances are set for

the year and would like more
revision of the core dances
that we have done during our
club night. We do watch the
videos but there is nothing

like good old practice.

We thought the idea of
grading the dances at our
Ball was an excellent idea.
Having a shared supper once
a month is great. We
appreciate the tutoring
effort of Helen and the
other dance instructors.

Carol and Owen o'Meagher



6. New Dancers

Carol Gee - Opotiki

I found out about SCD
many years ago, but
wasn't ready for it yet.
This year I decided to
join after talking to Gill
about the club. On my
first day I was welcomed
by everybody there. They

are a very friendly group.
My first introduction was
a bit frightening, as I
have never done anything
like this before. The
group was very supportive
and encouraging, even
when I made stupid
mistakes. I will keep
coming back as I enjoy
the dancing and would like
to learn more. I would
definitely recommend
this type of dancing to
anyone who would like to

meet other people with
the same passion. I like
the idea of other clubs
holding tea dances and
evening dances as a good
way to meet other
dancers from different
areas.

Carol Gee
Whakatane Club.

(Carol has also joined
opotiki Club to get twice
weekly dancing.)

6. New Dancers

Pauline Hooper - Lochiel

I saw an advert in the
What's On pages of the
Hamilton Press for a
demonstration of
Scottish Country Dancing
at the Hamilton Gardens.
I was given a leaflet
there. I liked what I saw
so decided to come along
to Tuesday nights at
Lochiel which was also
advertised in The Press.

I got an enthusiastic
welcome at the door and
was looked after well.

The first dance was scary
but friendly guidance
from the experienced
dancers eased the angst.

I feel like coming back
because I have always
been drawn to this type
of music.

It is a fungroup to be
with. It is an enjoyable
way of getting extra
exercise.

I read somewhere that
learning a new activity (in
this case dancing) is

believed to stave off
dementia - a bonus if it
turns out to be true.

I can't think of any
reason fo recommend
SCD to others. It is
suitable for all age groups
as well as people on their
own.

Pauline



7. Youth - JAM Point of View

Competition -

At the moment the Youth Demonstration

Team are called "The WaiBop Youth Team".
They would appreciate your help in coming
up with a more catchy name. So put your
thinking caps on, Send your idea to
ss2019@dancescottish.org.nz .

If you can come up with a matching logo
that would be a plus.

The winner will be announced in the next
WaiBop News and will be presented with a
beautiful formal photograph of the whole
team in their outfits.

8. Club News

Lochiel update
May 2019

For 2019 we started
dancing on the lawn in the
Hamilton Gardens on
February 3rd. This was a
great night both weather
wise and sharing our
dancing with others. On
February 19™ Lochiel
beginners’ classes
started in our Hamilton
East Hall. With the
support of our tutors and
experienced club
members we introduced
12 new people to dancing.
By April 13™ we were
ready for the newer

dancers Autumn social
held in Hamilton East.
There were about 60
dancers from the
WATBoP region enjoying
a great night including
newer dancers,
experienced dancers and
tutors from other clubs.
After the Autumn social,
Lochiel club dancing
evenings began on
Tuesday where we
encouraged everyone to
dance for an hour then
the experienced dancers
carried on. Preparation
started for Lochiel's
annual ball on May 13™
with organising the ball

supper, practising our
dances, working out
shoes, clothes, etiquette
and what is required to
spend an evening at a
Dance Scottish ball.
After 3 months of a lot
of time, energy,
concentration and fun we
hope the 2019 dancing
year will continue well.
This is our club photo
showing how far we have
progressed. May we
always laugh when our
version of the dance was
nothing like the RSCDS
notes.

Bev Crawford
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Lochiel Club members at their ball on the 13th May 2019

8. Club News
Rotorua Scottish
Country Dance Club

Our club decided to trial
"kids dance hour” in
March this year, starting
half an hour earlier for
the young ones. We
started of f with four
children including a family
from the Rotorua Home
Schooling community, who
then proceeded to spread
the word to the other
families.

We made the event more
official at the start of
Term 2 by asking Lynn
Hudson to be the tutor.
She is a great inspiration
to the children and we
greatly appreciate her
time, energy and
commitment. We have
now had up to four sets
on one evening from
approximately 6x families
- with all children
(including a few young
males) and mothers
having a great time.
Scottish Country Dancing
covers many aspects of
the co-curricular
requirements for Home
Schooling so is an
awesome match.

On Saturday 6™ April was
our Annual Ball.

A very enjoyable dance
programme was set, with
added challenges to keep
us on our toes, and our
small club was ready to
go. Unfortunately we had
a smaller than expected
attendance. However,
everyone who attended
had a great time and the
majority danced nearly
every dance - well donel

Sally-Anne Christensen
Club President



9. Letters to the
Editor

Music Players -

Cambridge - over my
time. 1963 - 2011

When I took over as
teacher in the early 70's,
an old record player

complete in one box -
that is tfurntable and
speaker- but with a
variable speed control. T
lumped this around at all
our displays and really
appreciated the controls
available.

At my first Summer
School, I discovered a
technician who could
update our old machine
for a reasonable price.
He transformed one
heavy portable player
into a light weight
machine. This gave us
four speakers and good
sound. Then we moved to
the larger hall of St
Andrew's.

Enter the Coomber - a
lightweight portable
player.

These units became very
popular amongst Clubs
and Tutors as they were
so much easier to carry
and set up. However, they
played Cassettes only.
This meant that funes
you wished fo dance to,
had to be recorded on to
cassettes. However, the
best sound still comes
from a vinyl record. Our
Coomber even had a
variable speed! Variable
speed control is essential
for teaching dance. This
applies to CD's as well.

Enter the Coomber's big
sister - this unit played
CD's as well as
cassettesl!ll Our
committee was far
sighted and we moved to
the new version.

But now we had to reduce
the amount of equipment
we had to store. The St
Andrew's committee
allowed us an area in
which we could build a
cupboard - shared but
lockable.

This is important as it is
valuable equipment. So we
sold the units, records &
tapes. After much looking
and making decisions, a
new Player was purchased
providing a cassette/CD
unit - this could also be
used for burning of cd's.
Bob installed the player &
speakers in a moveable
cupboard on wheels and
this could now be kept in
our lockable space. The
Coomber was to be used
for demonstrations.

Modern technology now
has an easier system to
carry and

to sort out music for an
evening. Variable speed
has been sacrificed, as
has sound reproduction -
but it is light & fast. on
with the Dancel!

Dianne




THE “6GLUE" - The
Secretary

For the last several
decades I have attended
various big "0"
anniversaries. All have
been interesting and in
many cases, informative.

BUT every one of them
have had something
missing. The Company,
Business and School
anniversaries honoured all
the Patrons, Chairmen,
Presidents, teachers; the
dancing Clubs mentioned
past Presidents and
Tutors. Not one of them
mentioned the “"Glue”, the
person who held all these
entities together - the
Secretary. Itisthe
Secretary that deals with
all the massive amount of
correspondence, inward
and outward, fills all the
forms, liaises with the
hierarchy at
Headquarters, Branches

and Regions, who keeps
members informed of
happenings, events and
functions.

If the "Glue" is not there
then there would never
be any social interaction
outside each one's own
little circle, and maybe
not even within that
circle. So, when a big "0"
celebration is imminent
and the organisers are
making up the list of the
past and present officials
- please remember THE
GLUE without whom
everything would have
fallen apart.

Lynne Hudson

In a London street, two Highlanders stood looking
at the imposing front of a large building. The
corner-stone bore the date in Roman characters,
"MCMIV." “Look at that, Jock," said Sandy
proudly, “Ah don't know what clan he came from,
but he's got his name on one of the finest
buildings in London. You canna keep oor boys doon,
can ye ?"



Core Dances

T was driving home after
class recently with a
couple of our new
beginners and I found
myself being questioned
about “core dances". (We
had made a start at
learning a couple of this
year's new core dances
that evening.)

Later, I was reflecting on
this conversation, aware

that the new dancers had
not been able to take
part in these new core
dances- too complicated
and too strenuous, and it
made me question for
whose benefit we have
core dances.

If it is to encourage and
support new dancers,
maybe they should be
simple and fun.

If core dances are for
more experienced
dancers, perhaps, like in
Scotland, we should all be
encouraged to learn
“dances of significance”
like Reel of the 51",

If it is for socials, should
they not be fun dances
that dancers of all levels
of experience and levels
of fitness can enjoy, with
great music - e.g. like
Granville Market? As our
dancers age, lots of
setting and lots of
circles become quite
taxing- so perhaps
factors like these should
be considered when
thinking about core
dances for this region.

Victoria- a dancer in the
opotiki club

10. Social Dances for MCs

added.

205 Social Dances for MCs/Club Tutors

Have a go!

Did you know that on the Waikato Bay of Plenty Website http://waibopscd.org.nz/ ,
there is a page under "Links", then "Dance Resources” called "Ruary’'s Dance Resources”
that displays a spreadsheet with 205 dances that have been done in the Waikato Bay of
Plenty Region over the last ten years.

They are organised under the headings Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys and each category is
further divided into Elementary, Mainstream and Advanced.

The aim is to help MCs/Club Tutors select dances for their ball programmes!

Once it gets to 250 dances less popular dances will be dropped off as new dances get
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11. Obituary - John Webb

It was with great sadness that we learnt of John's passing in
the early hours of Thursday 23rd of May. He was a larger
than life figure in the WaiBop Region and certainly over in
Edgecumbe and the Balmoral Club. He will be greatly missed
by all of us.

His funeral will be at Willett's Funeral Chapel, 21 King
Street, Whakatane - 10:00 am on Friday 31st May

It would be appreciated if dancers could wear kilts and
sashes

12. What's on

e QBWS - Katikati Saturday
1st June to Monday 3rd
June - Katikati College

e Tokoroa JAM Tea Dance -
Sunday 16th

¢ Tauranga Dance - Saturday
29th June

e Te Awamutu Dance - 20th

July

¢  Thames Day School -
Saturday 3rd August

Region Officers:

President: Jean Smithson president@waibopscd.org.nz

Secretary: Maureen Jacob, 82 Margaret Drive, Omokoroa 3114 (07) 548 2061 secretary@waibopscd.org.nz

Treasurer: Bill Jacob, 82 Margaret Drive, Omokoroa 3114 (07) 548 2061  treasurer@waibopscd.org.nz

Education/Training Coordinator: Lynne Hudson, 243 Boucher Ave, Te Puke. (07) 573 5055 education@waibopscd.org.nz
Membership Coordinator: Bill Jacob, 82 Margaret Drive, Omokorea 3114 (07) 548 2061 membership@waibopscd.org.nz
Communication & Publicity Coordinator: Ruary Laidlaw, 45 Whitaker Street, Kihikihi (07) 871 8396 communication@waibopscd.org.nz
Youth Coordinator: Shelley McConnel, 15 Hinton Street, Forest Lake, Hamilton (07) youth@waibopscd.org.nz
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