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WAIKATO/BAY-OF-PLENTY REGION NEW ZEALAND BRANCH 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
HELD ON SATURDAY, 8 NOVEMBER 2025 AT 2:15 PM 

AT THE HINUERA HALL, 4800 SH29, HINUERA 
 

PRESENT: Jill Littlewood (President), Rosemary Nicholson (Secretary), Heather 
Johnston, Chris Bunkall, Lynne Hudson, Frances Stout, Shelley McConnel, Grietje 
Badham, Lisa Janek, Jean Smithson, Jeanette Patterson, Andrew Patterson, Joy Morgan, 
Rosemarie Cumming, Jeanette Lauder, Jill McKay, Agnes Algra, Wayne McConnel, 
(Ruary Laidlaw – international Branch member, and Hugh Spiers – non-RSCDS NZ 
Branch member). 
 
APOLOGIES: Helen Smythe, Antanas Procuta, Douglas McCarthey, Bruce Wallens, 
Colleen Gunn, Ian Stewart, Robyn Howes (Treasurer-Membership Co-ordinator), 
Maureen Jacob, Jane McIlroy, Wayne McConnel. 
MOVED THAT the apologies be accepted. 

Lynne Hudson/Joy Morgan - carried 
 
WELCOME: Jill welcomed and thanked those present for their attendance. 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  
MOVED THAT the minutes of the previous General Meeting held on 17 May 2025, having 
previously been circulated, were taken as read and confirmed as a true and correct 
record with the correct spelling of Frances Stout and Antanas Procuta’s names and the 
correct year of King’s Birthday Weekend School. 

Joy Morgan/Jeanette Lauder – carried 
 

MATTERS ARISING: A liaison person for the Summer School is still to be appointed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  The secretary tabled a schedule of inwards and outwards 
correspondence. 

 
REPORTS: 
 
CORE DANCE CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT: Heather Johnston 
Having waded through 4 years worth of annual dance programmes, I finally arrived at 18 
dances (6 of each genre) that have proved the most popular over those 4 years.  This 
then I figured would be the Repertoire that had been advocated to replace Cores by 
some teachers and interested others.   
 
Clubs had been asked to gather some feed-back, particularly from those dancers who 
regularly attend annual dances, saying whether they wanted to retain the 9 Core 
Dances (6 new ones selected each year and 3 that get carried over for a second year), or 
switch to the Repertoire of the 18 dances that had regularly been danced at annual 
dances. It was gratifying to get those opinions from every club and it showed that there 
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was a keen interest and some sound reasoning, whether for or against.  I also received 
many individual responses.  
 
Following on from that I sent all information received from clubs and individuals on 
whether to Core or Not to Core, and to get back to me with a consensus of opinion 
whether to retain Cores or switch to the Repertoire, the list of which was also sent to 
clubs.  Of the few responses, Cores won out! 
 
Club teachers have been sent my set of revamped criteria which will form the basis for 
selecting Cores, but for the 2026 dancing year only.  This will be discussed at the Core 
Dance selection day (November 15) and a set of criteria formulated for subsequent 
years. 
 
Criteria for 2026 
• They must be dances published in books put out by the RSCDS.  

• They must be dances that are not going to be cores for 1-2 years and then never see 
the light of day again. 

• They must be dances that are popular, that stay popular, and those that most 
dancers like to dance, including the traditional. 

• They should vary from the easy to the moderately difficult, but not include dances 

which less-experienced dancers are advised to avoid/sit out. 

• They should be dances that are made up of (generally *) 8 bar formations which flow 
logically from one formation to another without any awkward turns or sudden 

changes of direction. 

• They should be dances that a club/teacher would only propose as a core dance 
knowing that they would most likely include it on their ball programme even if it was 
not a core dance.  This would mean other clubs would probably include it on their 

programme too, and not just for the current year but in subsequent years as well. 

*   This is not to say that a dance with two 4 bar phrases cannot be put forward. 
Common sense should prevail. 

 
It should be noted that: 

1.  Much of the value of Core Dances would be lost if they were all simple dances. 

2.  Core Dances provide a degree of commonality between programmes – a set of 

prescribed Core Dances achieves the objective of familiarity for newer dancers.   
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Number of Core Dances on each club’s programme: 

 
Cambridge 2 (KBW School) Rotorua 5 
Hamilton Scottish 5 Taupo 0 (no dance) 
Hauraki 0 (no dance) Tauranga 5 
Katikati 6 Tr Awamutu 6 
Lochiel 4 Tokoroa 4 
Mt Maunganui 2 Whakatane 3 
Opotiki 0 
  TOTAL 42 
 
  
TREASURER’S REPORT – Robyn Howes 
As at 31 October 2025 The Performance Report for the 2 months to 31 October 2025 is 
attached. A snapshot of funds held as at 31 October: Westpac Trading account 
Westpac Devisor’s fund Westpac Bonus Saver Westpac Jam Online Saver $ 159.59 $ 
559.51 $ 9,123.10 $ 1,182.91 Total funds on hand are $11,025, a decrease of $1,439 
since our last general meeting in May. That equates quite closely to the loss from the 
Region Ball ($636), and grants to Tauranga Club ($301) (both before balance date) and 
one Unit 2 Candidate grant ($500). Affiliation fees have been received from all clubs, 
and we had $187 registered members as at 31 August. Per the Membership report to the 
AGM, the annual RSCDS fee renewal was completed successfully, with $6,161 received 
from members, and disbursed to the NZ Branch. This was split between HQ $3,617 and 
NZ Branch $2,544. There was one more order for club badges processed since balance 
date. And the “Other Donation” was for a kilt via Tokoroa club. We received interest of 
$28, giving rise to the net deficit of $53 for the 2 months since balance date. Payments 
to be ratified (on the next page) are self-explanatory. In the payments to be approved I 
am recommending that teacher expenses be paid to Helen Smythe and Heather 
Johnston for their sessions for Unit 2 preparation at the NZ Branch rate of $25 per hour. 
They each spent much more time than the 3 teaching hours preparing for those 
sessions and I am extremely grateful to them both. And to the team of dancers who 
helped Lisa & I prepare for the exam at Labour Weekend. At the time of writing this 
report I am not expecting to pass, but that rests with me. I felt all candidates executed 
the dances well, my problem was footwork related to a fairly long-term injury which 
didn’t quite come right in time. So thank you to everyone involved. 
 
Payments to be Ratified 
2025 Financial Year 
1.07.25  $200.00 Matangi Hall  Hire for Region Dance 
1.07.25  $1,000.00  Saltire Band  Band Region Dance 
28.07.25  $20.76  Heather Johnston Region Box BoP 
28.07.25  $20.00  Lochiel Club 50%  JAM registration KBWE School 
     Abby Usher 
19.08.25  $124.42  Jill Littlewood  Region Ball Expenses 
28.08.25  $220.80  Robyn Howes  Xero fees Sept 24 - Aug 25 
30.08.25  $1,413.57  Acorn Engravers  Name badges 
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2026 Financial Year 
26.09.25  $2,504.00  RSCDS NZ Branch  NZ Subs x 61 
26.09.25  $3,556.00  RSCDS Clearing Account  HQ subs x 61 
17.10.25  $40.00  RSCDS NZ Branch  NZ Subs x 1 
17.10.25  $61.00  RSCDS Clearing Account  HQ subs x 1 
17.10.25  $146.00  Acorn Engravers  Name badges 
17.10.25  $500.00  Lisa Janek  Unit 2 Grant 
 
Payments to be Approved: 
 $ 75.00  Helen Smythe  Unit 2 - 1 teaching  
     session 
 $ 150.00  Heather Johnston  Unit 2 - 2 teaching 
     sessions (3rd session pd 
      by NZ Branch) 
 $ 200.00  Robyn Howes  Reviewer koha 
 $ 76.50  Robyn Howes  Mileage to reviewer – 
     token charge representing 3  
     years 
 
MOVED THAT the Treasurer’s Report be adopted and that payments be ratified and 
approved. 

Jill Littlewood/Wayne McConnel 
 

KING’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND SCHOOL 2026: 
Wayne reported that he has had discussions with Diocesan School. Their drama studio 
is not available. He is considering having the ball at the Performing Arts Centre at the 
University. 
After discussions amongst those present at the meeting, the following classes were 
considered the most preferred – Saturday morning and afternoon, Sunday afternoon 
and Monday morning. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS; 
 
KING’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND SCHOOL 2027: 
Tauranga Club is considering whether they will host this event. 
 
KING’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND SCHOOL 2028: 
Lochiel Club has offered to host this event. 
 
DAY SCHOOL 2026 – 2 MAY 
 Plans are well underway. 
Tauranga Club to host. 
Teacher: Antanas Procuta 
Elementary level and above. 
Hall is booked – St John’s Church Hall., Otumoetai 
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HOGMANAY 2025-26: 
Jane has advised that she is no longer available to organise the annual Hogmanay. 
Everyone is to give some thought into hosting this event. 
 
CERTIFICATED TEACHERS: 
NZ Branch had requested, earlier in the year, a list of certificated teachers in the Region. 
Any information that is sent out to certificated teachers is to be sent to the Region 
Secretary to be forwarded out to all teachers. 
 
Andy is to investigate something that was lost on the database and forward it to the 
Region Secretary for circulation or Agnes for inserting into the newsletter. 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL DELEGATE: 
After discussions on who will be attending the Summer School at the end of the year, it 
was agreed that someone needs to liaise and help first-time dancers at the school. 
 
YOUTH DAY: 
Jeanette advised there will be a day of dancing for young people on Saturday, 29 
November 2025 – 10:30-3:30pm at Tirau Memorial Hall. There will be a morning class 
and in the afternoon two groups, one supporting the newer dancers. Jeanette advised 
that there are funds in the JAM account to subsidise this event. 
MOVED THAT the Region will cover any shortfall. 
 
INTERNATIONAL DANCE DAY – WEDNESDSY, 29 APRIL 2026: 
Just be aware. 
 
LESLEY GOUSMETT: 
Ruary advised that a fundraising dance has been organised for Lesley on Saturday, 22 
November, 1:00-5:00pm at St John’s Church Hall, Te Awamutu. $10 plus a plate. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETNG: 
Saturday, 23 May 2026. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 325pm 
 
 
 
: 


